Village of Bloomfield Board of Trustees meeting of October 28, 2009              
Present:  Mayor Falsone                       
              Trustees:  Cicchino, Barnard, Charlebois, Kimball 
              Kathy Conradt, Brian Rayburn, Brian Steenburn
  Morgan Wesson (Daily Messenger)

              Mark Henry, Nancy Long, Barbara Thorpe              
The meeting was opened at 5:30 pm with the pledge to the flag. 
Minutes:  Trustee Cicchino motioned, Trustee Barnard seconded and it was unanimously carried to accept the minutes of the September meeting as submitted. 
Clerk’s report:

1. Board reviewed the monthly financial report.  

2. Presented Abstract #5 (vouchers 144-190, B4) in the following amounts: General Fund $10,950.29; Water Fund $9,190.36; Sewer Fund $7,405.12; Trust and Agency $8,351.44, Beautification Fund $43.45.  Trustee Cicchino motioned, Trustee Charlebois seconded and it was unanimously carried to pay the bills as presented.  Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Cicchino seconded and it was unanimously carried to transfer $783 from A1990.4 to A1460.4 in the amount of $239, to A1490.4 in the amount of $215 and to A8540.4 in the amount of $329. The Clerk and Supervisor of Public Works declared that all goods have been received and all services rendered.  

3. The Board reviewed the 2 proposals for auditing the books.  Trustee Barnard motioned and Trustee Kimball seconded to accept the audit proposal from Ray Wager, as the lower bid. Trustee Charlebois raised a concern for how definitive the audit proposals were. The auditors are not committing to a statement that all transactions will be examined and therefore no opinion will be given on overall compliance, so $10,000 may be a large cost for no real assurances to the taxpayers.  Deficiencies of internal controls, if any, will also not be reported.  It was further suggested that NYCOM and the State Comptroller’s Office be contacted to determine what the reasonable expectation of an audit should be.  The Bloomfield Central School District and Ontario County, as listed references of Ray Wager, should be contacted.  Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Kimball seconded and it was unanimously carried to table the decision on accepting a proposal for an audit until the November meeting after more information is received.  
4. Met with a representative from MVP for health insurance.  The options are very similar to the present insurance policy and appear to cost slightly less at this time.  However, MVP recalculates its rates every quarter instead of annually and it has been historically increasing 4-5% per quarter.  This may make it more difficult for budgeting and any savings may not be long-lasting.  The Clerk will distribute the printed materials to the insurance committee for their review and recommendations.
5. The EB Fire District met informally with the Planning Board to discuss their concept site plan and preliminary SEQR for a proposed fire hall.  The Clerk had no more details to report at this time.  She was excused from the meeting to attend a workshop in Syracuse and has not had a chance to listen to the taped recording of the Planning Board meeting yet. The next meeting is planned for Nov 12.
6. Attended a NYCOM workshop in Syracuse regarding the newly passed law concerning consolidation/dissolution that will become effective in March 2010. A few of the main points of the workshop are:

a. NYS proposes this law to “ease the heavy burden of property taxes” but 88% of the tax levy is not subject to this law.
b. NYS proposes to decrease the “number of overlapping government units” but for each village dissolved there will be an estimated 3 new special districts created.  One disadvantage to special districts is that they are most often administered by elected officials that do not actually live in the district.  Electing to have town representatives of a larger and more rural area make decisions for a smaller and denser population could result in poor representation.
c. The largest savings in taxes for dissolutions comes from the increased State aid proposed – however, with the current fiscal distress of the State, it is difficult to predict whether that money will actually be available and if so, for how long.

d. Currently, there is some State money available to conduct a consolidation/dissolution study and to date the State has paid out approx. $902,939 for 17 studies.  

Mayor’s Report: 

1. Was the MC for a program at the Historical Society on Sunday Oct. 4 for the 4 past mayors of Holcomb/East Bloomfield, which was sparsely attended.
2. Met with the Towns of East and West Bloomfield, Bristol and the School District for their  “ 5way” meeting.
3. No response yet for the contact with the Rochester representative from NYSERDA to visit our facilities and make recommendations on possible grant applications.   

Public works report: Brian Rayburn reported:
     Water

1. LeClaire began final work on the Oakmount project Monday. He expects to be done this week. As soon as he finishes I will contact Sheryl Robbins from the DOH and schedule a final walk through with her. We are also nearly complete with the daily monitoring of the springs and wells at Oakmount. As soon as I can compile the final data I will submit it to the engineer for the final report concerning the GWUDI determination.

2.   The Michigan Street project is still underway. DOH approval on the drawings has been received and a schedule to proceed has been developed.

3.   Received an Engineering Services Proposal from Chatfield Engineers for the water main on Maple Ave. that will need to be replaced due to age, condition and frequency of failure. If we had this project engineering done now, it may qualify as a “shovel ready project” if stimulus money becomes available again.

4.   Replaced a pressure reducing valve in the pit at the recreational area. This valve is on a two year rotation to be serviced. The valve that was removed will be sent in to the manufacturer for rebuilding and put in stock.

5.   Located and repaired a leaky fire hydrant valve on CR30 in the town’s water district #2.

Sewer & WWTP
6. A motor drive was replaced for a sludge pump in the STP. The cause of failure for the old drive was age. Cost was around $575.00. DPW staff installed the new drive.

7.  Two valves in the sand filter building need to be replaced. Failure is due to age and the harsh environment they operate in. I am in the process of comparing replacement options. The valves will be replaced by DPW staff.

8.   I am researching options of putting temporary flow meters in several manholes to monitor     flow. The flow data will be used for the Inflow and Infiltration project. Visual inspections of the manholes is less desirable as many of our rain events happen during the night or off hours and flow rates are tough to compare by tape ruler measuring techniques.

9.  We will be conducting a thorough inspection of WWTP equipment to create a schedule for replacement of failing items. The items will be prioritized by impact on plant operation, cost, and ease of replacement.

10.  No new information on the waste dumping policy but it is a very low priority right now and work on it will continue over the winter.

Streets
11. The annual tree survey has been completed. Total cost is $8289.00 for all of the tree work and is within budgeted amounts. The scope of work is a little greater than years past however almost all of the work is safety or liability related. 

12. The sidewalk project on Michigan Street has been cleaned up for the season.

13. Centerline and edge line street striping has been completed.

14. All blacktopping has been completed. 

15. Concrete work is scheduled to be completed tomorrow.

16. Brush pick up has been completed. It was decided that next year a Saturday in October will be added for brush drop-off at the plant.
17. Both dump trucks required repair this month due to age related break downs. They are repaired and back in service. Also we had to replace a backhoe tire due to a sidewall rupture.

18. Received quotes on the Historic District signs. Mark’s Art quoted $100.00 even for each sign and that includes refinishing the frames. Ewing Graphics quoted $113.61 each which does not include refinishing the frames. Each company also priced the DPW entrance sign. Marc’s Art quoted $450.00 and Ewing Graphics quoted $288.38. Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Cicchino seconded and it was unanimously carried to accept the bid from Mark’s Art for the Historic District signs and the bid from Ewing Lettering for the DPW sign.
19. Attended the Public Works workshop sponsored by NYCOM.  It was very informative and all received credited hours towards their water/sewer licenses.

20. Addressed the problem of leaves in the drainage inlets again this year on Main St.

Plans for November

 21. Normal daily duties of the DPW, installation of the fire hydrant on Maple Avenue, and replacement repair of some catch basins that are collapsing due to age. We will then be prepping for the winter season.
CEO report: no questions or concerns regarding monthly report.  
6:30 pm Public hearing for the Multi-jurisdictional All Hazard Mitigation Plan

The meeting was opened by reading the legal notice which appeared in the local newspaper.  A resident inquired as to whether adoption of the Plan would require expending additional Village funds.  The Clerk explained that no increased costs will be incurred at this time and further, in order for the Village to receive any FEMA or SEMO funding in the case of future natural disasters, the Village must have a plan in place.  

As there were no other questions or concerns, the public hearing was closed.  Deputy Mayor Barnard offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Cicchino:

WHEREAS, the Village of Bloomfield, in coordination with Ontario County municipalities, have gathered information and prepared the Ontario County Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazard Mitigation Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Ontario County Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazard Mitigation Plan was developed to help communities:

· Protect life, safety, and property by reducing the potential for future damages and economic losses resulting from natural hazards;

· Qualify for additional pre-disaster and post-disaster grant funding;

· Facilitate recovery and redevelopment following future disaster events; 

· Demonstrate a commitment to hazard mitigation principles; and

· Comply with New York State and Federal legislative requirements; and

WHEREAS, the Ontario County Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazard Mitigation Plan has been prepared in accordance with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000; and 

WHEREAS, The Plan was financed in part by a Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant through the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the New York State Emergency Management Office.  The Ontario County Planning Department and participating municipalities provided the required grant match through in-kind service; and

WHEREAS, In March 2009, the Federal Emergency Management Agency granted approval of the plan pending adoption by each of the participating municipalities; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Bloomfield is a local unit of government that has afforded the citizens an opportunity to comment and provide input in the Plan and the actions in the Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Bloomfield has reviewed the Plan and commits to review and update the Plan as required; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Village Board of Trustees that the Village of Bloomfield adopts the Ontario County Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazard Mitigation Plan as this jurisdiction’s Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan, and resolves to execute the actions in the Plan. 

The roll call vote was: Trustee Cicchino – yes

                                   Trustee Kimball – yes

                                   Trustee Charlebois – yes

                                   Deputy Mayor Barnard – yes

                                   Mayor Falsone – yes
Engineers report: DOH has approved the plans for the next phase of the Michigan St. well project.  Brian Rayburn expressed concern for the aggressive schedule for bidding the project and feels that the time frame should be expanded to give contractors a sufficient opportunity to bid.  Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Charlebois seconded and it was unanimously carried to authorize the bid process to begin for the next phase of the Michigan St. well project and further, to authorize the Supervisor of Public Works to arrange with Chatfield Engineers to extend the time frame into December for accepting bids for this project.
Committee reports:

1. Comprehensive Plan – no meeting yet, the consultant is preparing a draft for review.  
2. Recreation – front baseball playing field improvements are almost completed. No meeting yet.
3. WOLCDC – met on Friday Sept. 25 at the Village Office.  The terms of the revolving loan fund have been changed so that the maximum loan amount is increased from $4000 to $7500 with up to 4 years to repay it.
4. Water Committee – no report
New business:
1. Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Charlebois seconded and it was unanimously carried to appoint Brian Rayburn as the Watershed Inspector.
2. Board discussed extending the elected terms of office from 2 years to 4 years.  Trustee Cicchino motioned, Trustee Kimball seconded and it was unanimously carried to extend the terms of office from 2 years to 4 years on the Village Board. 
3. Received a request from Hometown Pizza for a decrease to 1 sewer unit due to a large water line break that occurred in 2008.  The estimated water leakage was low and raised the sewer units to 1.5 for 2009.  So far this year water consumptions verify that they do actually only utilize 1 sewer unit.  Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Cicchino seconded and it was unanimously carried to reduce the sewer units to one for Hometown Pizza.
4. Received an economic hardship request from an out-of-district water user to pay her delinquent bill in 3 installments in the months of November, December and January.  A motion was made by Trustee Cicchino, seconded by Trustee Charlebois and unanimously carried to accept the proposed 3 month payment plan for the out-of-district water user having economic difficulties, with the understanding that if any payments are not made the water service will be discontinued.
5.  Received a letter of resignation from Trustee Cicchino, effective Oct. 31, due to moving out of the Village.  The Board accepted the resignation with regrets and thanks Trustee Cicchino for his dedicated service.  Morgan Wesson will try to place an article in the Daily Messenger informing residents that there is a vacancy on the Board of Trustees and any interested citizen should contact the Village within the next few weeks so that an appointment could be made at the Nov. meeting.  The appointment will be for 5 months until the next election.

6. Received a copy of a letter from Kenyon and Kenyon sent to the East Bloomfield Town Assessor concerning the refusal to pay school taxes on a property located within the Village.  The Assessor will respond with a letter to the Attorneys explaining the grievance process.  Although the Village has not been contacted concerning the property, the DPW Supervisor will contact the property owner to discuss the possibility of obtaining access to the property to clean out the outflow of the stream.  Trustee Charlebois motioned, Trustee Kimball seconded and it was unanimously carried to authorize the DPW Supervisor to contact Mr. Marianacci to request access to the property located on the west side of Elm St. (tax map #67.16-1-16.100 and 67.16-1-18.100) to clean out the stream out-flow and any other maintenance of the stream that may be needed.        
Announcements:

1. Next Village meeting will be November 25
2. Next TEB Board meetings will Nov. 8 and 22. 

3. Dec. meeting will be changed to the last Wed., Dec. 30.  

Trustee Cicchino motioned, Trustee Charlebois seconded and it was unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathleen Conradt, Clerk

