Village of Bloomfield Board of Trustees meeting of November 30, 2009              
Present:  Mayor Falsone                       
              Trustees: Barnard, Charlebois, Kimball, MacMillan 
              Kathy Conradt, Brian Rayburn, Brian Steenburn, Mike Woodruff
  Morgan Wesson (Daily Messenger), Derek Brocklebank
              Bill Compton, Ben DeGeorge,               
The meeting was opened at 5:30 pm with the pledge to the flag. 
Trustee appointment:  Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Barnard seconded and it was unanimously carried to appoint Michelle MacMillan to the position of Trustee vacated by Don Cicchino, until the March 2010 election.

5:30 p.m. Special order: St Pauly Textile

Ben DeGeorge, representing St. Pauly Textile, was present to discuss his proposal to place a collection shed at the Fire Hall, located at 105 Main St. 

1. The company works with not-for-profits by donating back a fee for clothing collected.  

2. The fee would be paid to the Fire Dept.  

3. Although the Fire District, as an independent municipality, does not require approval from the Village Board, Mr. DeGeorge has attended as a courtesy because the shed will be located within the Village.  More community support leads to better clothing collection.
4. The shed will be located in the back of the Fire Hall parking lot and will be monitored and emptied weekly.

The Village Board appreciated the courtesy of Mr. DeGeorge and feels that the collection project will be very beneficial.  The Board had no concerns with the placement of the shed.
Minutes: The minutes of the October meeting were approved as submitted. 
CEO report: no questions or concerns regarding monthly report.  

Clerk’s report:

1. Board reviewed the monthly financial report.  

2. Presented Abstract #6 (vouchers 191-227, B5) in the following amounts: General Fund $35,166.58; Water Fund $29,609.62; Sewer Fund $7,474.84; Trust and Agency $6338.27, Beautification Fund $74.69.  Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Charlebois seconded and it was unanimously carried to pay the bills as presented.  Trustee Charlebois motioned, Trustee Kimball seconded and it was unanimously carried to transfer $527 from A1990.4 to A8510.4 in the amount of $74 and to A9040.8 in the amount of $453; in the Water Fund $61 from F1990.4 to F9040.8; and in the Sewer Fund $91 from G1990.4 to G9040.8.  The Clerk and Supervisor of Public Works declared that all goods have been received and all services rendered. The Clerk also reported that the General Fund had to loan the Water Fund $3500 to pay bills and may have to loan additional funds for December because $13,000 of water bills are uncollected at this time.

3. The Board discussed auditing the books.  There is a concern for how definitive the audit proposals were. The auditors are not committing to a statement that all transactions will be examined and therefore no opinion will be given on overall compliance, so $10,000 may be a large cost for no real assurances to the taxpayers.  NYCOM was contacted and was unable to give an opinion and the State Comptroller’s Office did not respond.  It was decided not to conduct an audit at this time.

4. Discussed State Revolving Fund with representative from Albany.  We will get a preliminary report from Chatfield Engineers to submit prior to April 20, 2010 for water line replacements on Maple and Oakmount Avenues so that we can be on the IEP list for 2011.

5. Reported that the relevy this year is for 8 parcels with a total of $6076.63.  This is typical for relevy and better than expected in such poor economic times. 
6. We have received 6 requests for bids so far for the Michigan St. water project

Mayor’s Report: 

1. Sales tax revenues are decreased by 8% this quarter
2. Met with the Towns of East and West Bloomfield, Bristol and the School District for their “ 5way” meeting.
3. Met with Ram from Larsen Engineers to discuss his visit to our facilities and make recommendations on possible grant applications.  Ram took a walking tour with Brian Rayburn and will put together a proposal for an energy audit, if appropriate.
4. Received an EAF from Fire District for fire hall project identifying the Fire District as lead agency for the review and listing the Village as an interested agency.  Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Barnard seconded and it was unanimously carried to accept the Fire District as lead agent for the SEQR for the proposed fire hall renovations, recognize the Village as an interested agency and further to direct the Village Planning Board to review and comment on the EAF.

Public hearing 6:00 pm – Fire District Limited Liability

Bill Compton was present to discuss the request of the Fire District for limited liability from land use regulations for the proposed fire hall project. The Trustees waived the reading of the legal notice.  There were no residents in attendance at the public hearing. The following points were discussed:

1. CEO: 
a. Feels that the site plan, which will include drainage, lighting, utilities, should be reviewed by the CEO, DPW and Planning Board.  

b. Also feels that the building permit fees should not be waived due to the amount of oversight required for the project. 
c. Concern for 10 ft. side yard setback on the west if the sewer line is constructed on that side because a 30 ft. easement for the sewer is also required.

2. Fire District:

a. Plans to have a site plan review by the Planning Board and has met with them several times all ready to get input.
b. Would like the limited immunity from the area variances and parking spaces size requirement but does not expect immunity from everything.

3. Derek Brocklebank:

a. The Board must determine the highest public interest to qualify land use immunity by looking at:

i. Public service provided

ii. Will it follow building codes

iii. Will the public have adequate opportunity for input throughout the process

iv. Is the service provided community-wide

b. The duty of the Board is to achieve a balance – to eliminate multiple levels of review compared to what is given up (in terms of land use regulations) by not doing the review.

c. With a qualified immunity, the Fire District makes the final decisions on the land use issues of the project but not utilities, lighting or drainage.

d. As lead agent on the SEQR, the Fire District receives comments but they are not binding and the interested party may challenge the SEQR determination if they disagree with it.

e. If the Board chooses to deny the request for limited immunity, they must identify the overlaying reasons based upon the nine factors to be considered.

4. DPW: major concern for drainage issues in that area and should be studied by Village personnel in the site plan process.

As there were no other questions or concerns, the public hearing was closed at 6:40 p.m.

Public hearing 6:45 p.m. – Extending the terms of office for elected officials
The reading of the legal notice was waived.  There were no residents in attendance. The Clerk reported that by holding elections every other year rather than every year, there would be a savings of $250-$400 for the years without elections.  The clerk/treasurer’s term was extended also because that term runs concurrent with the mayor’s term. As there were no questions or concerns, the public hearing was closed at 6:50 p.m.  Trustee Barnard motioned and Trustee Charlebois seconded the adoption of Local Law #2 of 2009 to extend the terms of office from two (2) to four (4) years for elected officials and the appointed term of clerk/treasurer. The roll call vote was: Trustee Barnard – yes, Trustee Charlebois – yes, Trustee Kimball  -yes, Trustee MacMillan – yes and Mayor Falsone – yes and the local law was adopted subject to a thirty day permissive referendum.  

Public works report: Brian Rayburn reported:
Water

1.  Final construction inspection for the Oakmount project was conducted November 24th, by me, Rod Prosser and Glen LeClair. We are in the final week of the 12 month data collection on the springs and wells, and will forward that information to Chatfield Engineers next week. Also next week we will begin the final phase of MPA testing and the results from those tests will also be forwarded to Chatfield Engineers. The final GWUDI report will be submitted to the DOH by the end of December, meeting our deadline.

2.  The Michigan Street project is in the bidding stage.

3.  We had a failure of the communications system which runs the pump stations again this month. I located a company in Syracuse that would work on the system as we cannot do this type of work in house. They were here once to diagnose the problem and make temporary repairs and then returned to make long term repairs. The malfunction appears to have been improperly installed antennae cables that had failed. The system has run flawlessly since the repairs.

4.  We received a complaint from a property owner on State Street of an unusual amount of water entering their basement. Utilizing our new pipe locating equipment, we were able to locate an old water service on the property that has never been recorded. It was determined that the old line was leaking and it was dug up at the water main and properly abandoned and documented. The leak appears to have been going on for about a year.

Sewer and WWTP

5.   “Inflow and Infiltration” study: located a company in Buffalo that will rent out flow meters to install in manholes to record and graph our flows for predetermined periods of time. Cost is $1200.00 per manhole per month. I feel to get the amount or information we need it would cost around $10,800.00. I then contacted NYS Rural Water to inquire if they had any flow meters that I could borrow as there would be no cost involved. They informed me that they have one and are in the process of getting the purchase of three more approved in the next month or two. He will keep me informed and would be thrilled to assist us in the study. I will plan on doing this study in the spring during high flow season. The Village will be mapped into five (5) grid areas for major trunk line collection systems.
Streets

6.  A drainage inlet was replaced in front of 4 East Main St. Due to unforeseen conditions; this repair was much more extensive than planned and took longer than expected. Cost was kept in line with what was planned. The area will be cold patched ASAP, and blacktopped next spring.

MISC.

7.  Several Decorative street lights were repaired this month. 

8.  Banners and wreaths are up for the holiday season.

9.  Met with Frank and Brian Marianacci on the stream cleaning and flooding issue. I felt that I was very well received and the meeting was extremely informative. The meeting provided information that the village currently has the needed easements in place to maintain the outfall to the stream and is actually required by the state to maintain the stream on an as needed basis. Mr. Marianacci granted permission to access the stream whenever needed through his property. The work will take place when it turns cold and the flow in the stream decreases.

10.  The DPW entrance sign is completed and will be installed in December. The Historical District Signs are currently being refinished.

11.  December will be spent on the normal duties of the DPW and our work will be shifting towards repair and preventative maintenance in the WWTP and pump stations.

12.  Received a request form a property owner on Oakmount to either trim or remove a large Maple tree which is blocking visibility onto Oakmount Ave. for the property owner.  Tree will be trimmed to improve visibility.
Engineers report: none
Committee reports:

1. Comprehensive Plan – no meeting yet, the consultant is preparing a draft for review.  
2. WOLCDC – The Town of Richmond is discussing the possibility of joining.  There has been one new loan approved but it has not closed yet and one new inquiry into applying for a loan occurred this week.
3. Water Committee – no report
4. Recreation committee – no report

Fire District request for limited immunity:

1. Board has concerns that if immunity is granted for variances, the adjacent property owners will have no opportunity for input.

2. Board feels that the time line set by the Fire District is too aggressive to allow for a thorough review of the project

3. Board feels that they have a duty of care to represent the interests of the Village residents and would like time to get their input on the project.

4. It was decided to table a decision at this time and to discuss the matter further at the December meeting. 

Announcements:

1. Next Village meeting will be December 30
2. Next TEB Board meetings will Dec14. 8 and 28. 

Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Charlebois seconded and it was unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathleen Conradt, Clerk

