Village of Bloomfield Trustees Meeting of March 23, 2011
Present:  Mayor Falsone

               Trustees Coleman, Engstrom, 

               Brian Rayburn, Nancy Long, Mike Woodruff
               Jay  Mitchell

Excused: Trustees Barnard and Kimball
The meeting was opened at 5:30 p.m. with the pledge to the flag.

5:30 Privilege of the floor:

Mike Woodruff was present to discuss several issues.

1. Monthly report – no question or concerns

2. Property maintenance: He gave a brief overview of the process for citing violations: verbal notification, follow-up letter requesting compliance, violation notice for 7 day compliance, appearance ticket for court, then Judge makes determination which seeks compliance rather than fines. One of the two property owners still not in compliance has submitted plans and will begin repairs this spring.

3. Rental inspections – in order to satisfy the law, there should be written consent from the tenant to enter the premises, unless such authority has been granted in the lease. The CEO will continue to conduct rental inspections whenever authority to do so has been granted.

4. Retirement – the East Bloomfield Town Board will tentatively advertise in April with a Sept. 1 target date for hiring a new CEO to be trained prior to Mike’s retirement at the end of the year. 

Minutes: The minutes of the February meeting were approved as submitted.

Mayor’s report:

1. Congratulations to Frances Coleman and Clayton Barnard for their willingness to serve as trustees for another term. 
2. Read proposed language for plaque to honor local family and will order same for April or May presentation.
3. Asked for input from board members to nominate a senior citizen as the Ontario County of the Aging volunteer of the year
Clerk’s report:

1. Board reviewed financial report for February
2. Presented Abstract #10 (vouchers 372-413, HF5) in the following amounts: General Fund $6300.73; Water Fund $4298.94; Sewer Fund $7001.87, Water Capital Fund $355.44; Trust and Agency $2586.91.  The clerk and supervisor of public works declared that all goods have been received and all services have been rendered.  Trustee Coleman motioned, Trustee Engstrom seconded and it was unanimously carried to pay the bills as presented.

3. Trustee Coleman motioned, Trustee Engstrom seconded and it was unanimously carried to make the following transfers: in the General Fund $678 from A1990.4 Contingent to A1010.4 in the amount of $46 and to A1640.4 in the amount of $581; and to A9089.8 in  the amount of $41.  It was noted that the transfer to A9089.8 does not reflect an increase in benefits but rather a timing error in the payment of a bill from the last fiscal year.
4. Will develop a draft resolution for a trees reserve for review at the May meeting 
5. Pursuant to law, tax collection must include July 1 from at least 9 am until 4 pm or extend the collection period to the next business day without penalty, which would be July 5 this year.  It was decided that in the interest of simplicity the Clerk will be open for the day on July 1 to collect taxes.

6. Following a short discussion the following resolution was moved by Trustee Engstrom and seconded by Trustee Coleman:  
Whereas the Village of Bloomfield collects water and sewer rents, which are not taxes; and

Whereas the Village of Bloomfield is authorized to accept partial payments plus accrued penalties, prior to their enforcement by levy onto the tax rolls; and

Whereas acceptance of partial payments would improve cash flows available for Village obligations

Therefore be it resolved that the Village of Bloomfield will accept partial payments of water and sewer billing for village accounts during any given fiscal year from July 1 through April 15; and

Be it further resolved that all amounts in excess of two billing quarters still outstanding on April 15 of each year will be enforced by levy onto the Village tax roll.

The roll call vote was: trustee Coleman – yes, Trustee Engstrom – yes, Mayor Falsone – yes, Trustee Barnard – excused, Trustee Kimball – excused and the resolution was duly adopted.
Public works report: Brian reported
Water
1. The water main replacement project has started with construction commencing on Oakmount Avenue. 

2. We had to extend the drain that we installed last fall on Maple Avenue. Water was again following the abandoned gas main and surfacing further up the street. National Fuel is denying any responsibility for its abandoned lines.  If the water main replacement does not eliminate this problem, further action will be sought against National Fuel.
3. In January there was a water main break across from 136 Main Street. During repair of the water break, a copper service line was removed from the location of the break and not reconnected. We had received no calls for anybody out of water until a week ago. It turns out that the service line was for 136 Main St. and he did not realize he did not have water until his last check of the property, which is currently vacant. The property owner is requesting relief from this quarters water charges since water service was not provided through no fault of the property owner.  Trustee Coleman motioned, Trustee Engstrom seconded and it was unanimously carried to waive the water charge for the Jan-March 2011 billing period for 136 Main St. as the village did not provide said service during this time period.

Sewer and WWTP
4.   The school is almost done correlating our data from the flow metering we did this past year. We will be able to isolate some sections of the system for repair and control of I&I. We also have identified some of the worst manholes that we will repair and seal this summer.

      5.   There was one sewer plug on State Street.

      6.   WWTP painting and preventative maintenance is going.

      7.   NYSERDA has been contacted and they are evaluating the large sludge heating digester at the WWTP to see if we qualify for funding for a replacement.

Streets and Equipment
8.  Spring clean up has begun and the sweeper has been prepped. Sweeping will begin as soon as the weather stays above freezing. Striping of the crosswalks and parking spots will be done in the spring also.

      9.  Geotilities is making their final changes and should be up and running this month.

10.  Several years ago the engine on the sewer jetter was replaced as the old engine was beyond repair. The old engine has been in cold storage since that time, as it is of no use to us. Dan Whittaker has a use for some of the parts on the engine as he has one similar, and he has offered to take the engine and get rid of it for us. 
Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Engstrom seconded and it was unanimously carried to declare the sewer jetter engine as scrap equipment and further to authorize Dan Whitaker to dispose of the engine on the Village’s behalf.

Budget
11.  $56,000.00 is proposed in the 2011/12 budget to replace the plow truck. The true cost of a new truck would be closer to $75,000.00 not including the sale of the old truck. The vendors feel that the driving force behind the increase in costs is the new emissions requirements as well as the price of steel. Options are to put the purchase off a year and gamble with more increases, as well as less sale revenue from the old truck, or purchase this year if money can be found. This is the sole plow truck used by the Village and it has incurred several repairs this year. The equipment reserve funding should be maintained in its current schedule in order to meet the long-term needs for equipment replacement. 
Trustee Coleman motioned, Trustee Engstrom seconded and it was unanimously carried to amend the proposed 2011/12 budget to appropriate an additional $19,000 from General Fund balance and to increase A5110.2 by $19,000 to reflect the cost of purchasing a new dump truck. 

6:42 p.m. Public hearing Local Law #1 of 2011
The reading of the legal notice for the public hearing was waived.    There were no residents present and no written or verbal comments received concerning the proposed local law.

The trustees and planning board received comments from Attorney Derek Brocklebank.  Nancy Long received feedback from Pittsford Mayor Bob Corby that 45 days is a more appropriate time frame for determining escrow than 30 days.  Although addressing noise in the law is difficult to enforce, it should be considered for inclusion as a deterrent to excessive noise. Hours of operation for businesses was also discussed and it was decided that standard hours should be set and if a business needed expanded hours, they should apply to the Village Board.  The Trustees have asked the planning board to complete the modifications as discussed and the trustees will review the draft at the April meeting. 
The public hearing was closed at 6:50 p.m.

7:03 p.m. Public hearing for the proposed 2011/12 budget.

The reading of the legal notice was waived.  There were no residents in attendance and no written or verbal comments received concerning the draft budget.  An article appeared in the Daily Messenger which summarized the rates and spending proposed.

The public hearing was closed at 7:10 p.m.  Trustee Coleman motioned, Trustee Engstrom seconded and it was unanimously carried to adopt the proposed 2011/12 budget as amended to increase appropriations in the General Fund by $19,000 for the dump truck.

Rte 444 Enhancements Committee: Trustee Engstrom distributed minutes of the March 21 committee meeting and reported that the committee will give a formal presentation to the trustees at the April meeting.

Unfinished business:

1. Diminished boundaries – both parcels were approved for removal from village boundaries in the March election.  The Clerk will follow up with the final document filings to complete the process.
2. Planning Board update: Nancy Long reported – sign law is currently under review for commercial uses.  Trustee Engstrom has requested that the planning board consider the creation of an architectural review board to support protection of the historic character of the village. 
Trustee Engstrom motioned, Trustee Coleman seconded and it was unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m.

The organizational meeting will be held on Wednesday April 27 at 5:30 p.m., followed by the regular monthly meeting.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Conradt, Clerk 

