Village of Bloomfield Board of Trustees meeting of December 30, 2009              
Present:  Mayor Falsone                       
              Trustees: Barnard, Charlebois, Kimball, MacMillan 
              Kathy Conradt, Brian Rayburn, Nancy Long 
  Morgan Wesson (Daily Messenger)

              Bill Compton, Jack Herrington               
The meeting was opened at 5:30 pm with the pledge to the flag. 
Mayor’s Report: 

1. Did not meet with the Towns of East and West Bloomfield, Bristol and the School District for their “ 5way” meeting in December.

2. Reviewed budget preparation schedule
3. Time Warner will increase their rates in 2010
4. USDA borrowing rates are stable at 4%
Minutes: The minutes of the November meeting were approved as submitted. 

CEO report: no questions or concerns regarding monthly report.

5:45 p.m. Special order: Fire Hall presentation
Bill Compton and jack Herrington gave a power-point presentation of the proposed renovations to the Fire Hall, located at 105 Main St. 

1. The plan is currently a work in progress as they are in the process of making modifications in order to stay within their proposed 2.6 million dollar budget.   

2. Diamond T bay may be eliminated due to budget constraints  

3. The current law for streamlining government was discussed in relation to the Fire District such that dissolving the fire district into town government would eliminate a layer of government – this may be studied in the future.
4. Sewer line will be relocated to the north and the Fire District would like to work with the Town to relocate that portion under the Town Hall also.
5. The Village Board discussed the request for limited immunity
a. Reviewed the letter from the Planning board recommending the granting of limited immunity
b. Trustee Charlebois feels that the limited immunity issue should not be decided before the project has been approved for construction by the public.  Immunity from the zoning law should not be given to a project that does not exist at this time.
Mayor Falsone offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Barnard:

WHEREAS the Fire District is a political subdivision of NYS within the Village of Bloomfield; and

WHEREAS the Fire District desires to undertake a project to demolish and then construct a new fire house on its existing site; and

WHEREAS the Fire District provides the primary fire protection for all residents within the Village of Bloomfield and the Town of East Bloomfield; and

WHEREAS alternative locations were considered by the Fire District and found to be nonviable; and

WHEREAS the undertaking of this project by the Fire District will serve the public interest in that a safer and more modern facility will have a positive impact upon emergency response times, apparatus and pedestrian safety and emergency personnel safety; and

WHEREAS strict enforcement of the Village zoning laws would place additional time restraints and expense upon the Fire District and the tax payers of our community; and

WHEREAS there has been and will continue to be intergovernmental cooperation between the Fire District and the Village of Bloomfield for this project;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Bloomfield Board of Trustees grants limited immunity to the Fire District from the Village zoning laws for a reduced side yard setback on the west side, a curb cut in excess of 30 ft., and reduced parking space size.  

The roll call vote was: Trustee Kimball – yes, Trustee Barnard – yes, Trustee MacMillan – yes, Mayor Falsone – yes, Trustee Charleobis – no and the resolution was adopted.   
Trustee Charlebois left the meeting.
Clerk’s report:

1. Board reviewed the monthly financial report.  

2.   Presented Abstract #7 (vouchers 228-261, B6&7) in the following amounts: General Fund $24,196.03; Water Fund $11,636.66; Sewer Fund $6,415.15; Trust and Agency $5627.74, Beautification Fund $61.23.  Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee MacMillan seconded and it was unanimously carried to pay the bills as presented.  Trustee MacMillan motioned, Trustee Barnard seconded and it was unanimously carried to transfer $400 from A1990.4 to A8510.4 and in the Water Fund $46 from F1990.4 to F1920.4. The Clerk and Supervisor of Public Works declared that all goods have been received and all services rendered. 
3.   Reported that our Village had the second lowest amount of taxes relevied onto the Town/County rolls.
4.   Received a request from the County to confirm the tax relief schedule for veterans, age and disabilities.  Clerk will research what other Villages provide for relief for those with disabilities and report at the January meeting.
5.   Received no petitions from permissive referendum for term extensions of elected officials.
6.   The Board viewed the extra room available for rent at 12 main St. to determine if it would be suitable for board meetings.  Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Kimball seconded and it was unanimously carried to rent the additional room for $90/month and to use it as a meeting room.

Public works report: Brian Rayburn reported:
1. Water:

a. There were four water main breaks: two on Michigan Street, one on State Street, and one on South Ave. All four were bad breaks with very lengthy repairs. Two of them required replacement of a section of water main.  It is felt that an entire water service area should be secured when deciding to repair water mains.  Water lines will be prioritized when listed in the long-term plan for replacement.
b. Everything for the GWUDI report was submitted to Chatfield Engineers this month so they can prepare the final report for the DOH. All of the sample results and 6 month data looked good so we should be able to continue using the Oakmount springs and wells. 

c. Received one bid for the Michigan Street well tie in came in and it was far out of budget. Following a discussion with JP from Chatfield’s, it is felt that we may possibly be able to do much of the work in house. This work would include the installation of the 6 inch water main, the three electrical conduits and wire, and installation of the chemical feed pumps. This would save a large portion of the project costs.

d.       The communication system at Michigan Street has failed again. This time, for the most part, it is a complete failure. The pump houses and tank levels are monitored at least four times a day for the last several weeks. We are manually switching pumps on and off thru out the day and night to keep tank levels full. We are in the process of getting the system permanently fixed.

2. Sewer and WWTP: Work in these departments was held to the daily requirements and some minimal maintenance as most of the time was utilized with the water issues.

3. Streets

a.     Water break holes have been temporarily fixed, and will be fixed permanently when blacktop is available.
b.     Plowing of streets and sidewalks has been without problems
c.      The new DPW sign has been mounted and the posts will be painted in the spring.

d.      The refinished Historical District signs are back and look great.
4.Equipment: We have a pretty significant need for a hydraulic jack hammer for the back hoe. Any time there is a water break or work needed on Main Street or any of its intersections, the blacktop is too thick for the hand held jack hammer that we use on other streets. The past two times we have needed a back hoe mounted unit, we have called Farmington Water Department in to help us. This practice is not ideal as they are not always available due to their own water breaks and it takes up to three hours to get them here if they are available. I would like to request the purchase of a back hoe mounted jack hammer and installation of the proper hydraulic plumbing on the back hoe. We would purchase a used unit if one is available.

Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee MacMillan seconded and it was unanimously carried to accept the recommendation of the Public Works Supervisor to purchase a new jack hammer and hydraulics for the back hoe for a cost up to $20,000 and further to amend the budget to transfer up to $20,000 from A5110.4 to A5110.2 to pay for said purchase. 

Engineers report: none
Committee reports:

1. Comprehensive Plan – Clerk met with the Town and Village Planning Board Chairs and Town Supervisor to review the draft comprehensive plan and make some additions and corrections.  The committee will be reconvened some time toward the end of January to review the corrected draft and to review the maps.  It is hoped that the final document will be ready for public hearing in the spring. 
2. WOLCDC – The annual luncheon will beheld on January 29 at 11:30 am in the Bristol Fire Hall and Village Trustees and planning and zoning board members are invited to attend. 
3. Water Committee – no report
4. Recreation committee – no report

New business:

1. The wellhead protection area should be reviewed and possibly expanded to protect the new Michigan St. well

2. Discussed concern for potential contamination of Michigan St. water source from truck traffic on Main St. – special concrete storm collection system installed to prevent such contamination.

Announcements:

1. Next Village meeting will be January 27
2. Next TEB Board meetings will Jan. 11 and 25

3. WOLCDC annual luncheon on Jan 29 at 11:30 am at Bristol Fire Hall
Personnel matter:

1.   Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Barnard seconded and it was unanimously carried to   enter into executive session to discuss a personnel matter.
2.   Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Kimball seconded and it was unanimously carried to end executive session.

3. Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Kimball seconded and it was unanimously carried to authorize the Public Works Supervisor to hire a part-time employee that possesses a CDL and water utilities experience and to pay an hourly rate of $14/hour.

Trustee Kimball motioned, Trustee Barnard seconded and it was unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathleen Conradt, Clerk

