Village of Bloomfield Trustees Meeting of April 27, 2011
Present:  Mayor Falsone

               Trustees Coleman, Engstrom, Barnard, Kimball
               Brian Rayburn, Nancy Long, Joe Ostrowski, Barb Morsheimer, Ginny Schroeder
               Jay  Mitchell, Phil White, Dan Kwarta, Dave Chandler, 
The meeting was opened at 5:30 p.m. with the pledge to the flag.

Privilege of the floor: none
5:30 Public Hearing – Annual report on Comprehensive Plan

The reading of the legal notice was waived.  

There were no comments or concerns received from the public or the Trustees.  The report was accepted as submitted and the public hearing was closed at 5:35 p.m.

Organizational meeting:

There were no conflicts of interest declared by any of the Trustees, Public Works Supervisor or Clerk.

Appointments – It was noted that due to health circumstances, Nancy Witt will not be able to complete the required training until April 30, 2011 but will be re-appointed to the Planning Board in good faith.
Trustee Coleman motioned, Trustee Kimball seconded and it was unanimously carried to approve all appointments as presented, with the change to the Planning Board to add Dan Morley and remove Audrey Barnard. (see attached)
Policies:  Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Engstrom seconded and it was unanimously carried to approve the policies as presented. (see attached)

Fee schedules – fee increases recommended by the CEO will be accepted and the charge for bulk water will be added to the schedule.

Trustee Coleman motioned, Mayor Falsone seconded and it was unanimously carried to adopt the fee schedules as submitted with the addition of the bulk water rate.

The organizational meeting for 2012 will be on Wednesday April 26.
The organizational meeting was closed at 5:50 p.m.

Regular monthly meeting:
Minutes: The minutes of the March meeting were approved as submitted.

Mayor’s report:

1. Negative declaration of environmental impact statement received and available for review from the Fire District for the new fire hall.
2. ZBA reviewed zoning law regarding signs as applied to 49 Main St. and determined that all signage was appropriate except the two banners mounted on the commercial building.  The CEO will ask the resident to remove them. Trustee Kimball expressed concern for reviewing a code violation for signage on a well-maintained property when there are many other properties in violation of the property maintenance law.
Clerk’s report:

1. Board reviewed financial report for March
2. Presented Abstract #11 (vouchers 414-452, HF6&7, B9) in the following amounts: General Fund $11,043.30; Water Fund $19,933.09; Sewer Fund $4,984.87, Water Capital Fund $370,456.69; Beautification Fund $76.11 Trust and Agency $6,242.22.  The clerk and supervisor of public works declared that all goods have been received and all services have been rendered.  Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Coleman seconded and it was unanimously carried to pay the bills as presented.

3. Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Kimball seconded and it was unanimously carried to make the following transfers: in the General Fund $1132 from A1990.4 Contingent to A1010.4 in the amount of $22, to A16420.42 in the amount of $155, to A1640.4 in the amount of $803; and to A8020.4 in  the amount of $152.  
4. Trustees granted prior approval to pay the bond and interest due to USDA on May 15 for a water capital project.

5. The water/sewer software is programmed to charge a base rate of $50 for quarterly water bills.  This includes final water bills which occur between quarterly billings. The $50 charge is excessive for a final reading.  Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Barnard seconded and the roll call vote was:  Trustee Kimball – yes, Trustee Barnard – yes, Trustee Coleman – yes, Mayor Falsone- yes, and Trustee Engstrom abstained due to the fact that his house is currently for sale and would be directly affected by the decision. The motion was approved.
Public works report: Brian reported
Water
1. The water capital project is progressing smoothly.  There is a problem with the decorative street lights on Main St.  There was no mapping of the conduit by the lighting contractor when they were installed so the conduit locations were unknown.  The conduit has been damaged by the water project contractor.  It is important to replace the conduit as soon as possible so that black topping is not delayed with Memorial Day coming soon.  It is recommended that the original lighting contractor be retained to make the repairs as he can complete the job faster and at a lesser cost than if done in-house.

Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Coleman seconded and it was unanimously carried to retain the original lighting contractor to repair the decorative streetlights on Main St. for a cost not to exceed $4500. 

      2.   One water break occurred in April, located on Oakmount Avenue. 

      3.   Some of the control system for the new well on Michigan Street needs modification. Programming glitches are affecting the other well pumping system so an additional switch should be installed to allow running the existing well independently if needed in the event of a failure in the new well control system.

4.    Brian Steenburn and I attended the water conference in Saratoga and we were able to attend multiple classes and gain several needed credit hours. Brian Steenburn competed in the Meter Madness competition again this year and took first place in the state again. He will be passing on the trip to the nationals to the second place winner as financial and work load obligations will not allow us to send him this year.

Sewer and WWTP

     5.   The extremely wet and rainy weather has been causing the WWTP to run over capacity for more than a month. Due to changes made in the plant, it can run this way with no flooding damage to equipment as we had in the past, however we are not meeting some of our limits for effluent water. All required reports have been filed with the DEC. Flow should return to normal as the weather improves.

6.   I took and passed the required DEC exam this month to upgrade my sewer license to a grade 3, which is required for our plant, and we now are fully certified for the first time in 8 years or so.

      7.   We had several routine sewer plugs this month. As soon as the ground dries up we will be addressing some of these sections where roots are a problem.

Streets and Equipment
     8.   Street sweeping is being done as the weather allows.  Banners will be hung, assistance with the flower carts and other spring chores will be completed this month. Extra clean up around the water project sites will be done before the Memorial Day events.

     9.    I have spent very little time on the Geotilities project this month as I simply have not had time. I hope to close that project out soon.

   10.    We will be addressing some storm drain issues behind a Meadowview Lane property this month. An existing storm drain is not working properly and needs to be repaired.

11.   Tree trimming was completed this month and the brush pile was chipped. These won’t need to be done again for two years as discussed during budget preparation.

12.   Due to scheduling, the DPW will not be able to use up all vacation time by May 31.  Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Barnard seconded and it was unanimously carried to allow the DPW to carry over unused vacation time into the next fiscal year.

Committees:
1. WOLCDC – Trustee Barnard reported that the WOLCDC held their quarterly businesses meeting at Cheap Charlies, which was fairly well attended. 
2. Water committee – Trustee Coleman reported that they have met to focus on efforts to expand water revenues with an eye on increasing reserves for future long-term capital improvements. The most logical path to increased revenue is to expand the customer base.
Mayor Falsone offered the following resolution which was seconded by Trustee Coleman:

WHEREAS the Village of Bloomfield provides water service to its residents and a number of residents in the Town of East Bloomfield; and

WHEREAS the Village water infrastructure was constructed in the 1930’s and 1940’s; and

WHEREAS the Village has replaced approximately 70% of the aged water lines; and

WHEREAS such improvements have been financed through long-term borrowing, and

WHEREAS said bond debt now comprises approximately 65% of the total water budget; and

WHEREAS  the Village Board of Trustees has been forced to raise water rates substantially to Village and E Bloomfield Town customers to repay said bonding; and

WHEREAS there is still an estimated $1.2 million in replacements still needed; and

WHEREAS the Village water rates are approaching a point where they may become more than the residents can afford; and

WHEREAS water charges are the only source of revenue available to the Village to finance the water budget; and

WHEREAS the Village of Bloomfield has limited land available for additional residential, commercial or industrial development, and

WHEREAS THE Town of East Bloomfield has ample land available for development; and

WHEREAS East Bloomfield Town residents have been and continue to request public water due to inadequate wells, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Bloomfield strongly urges the Town of East Bloomfield Board to expand its water districts out into areas suitable for development to expand the customer base to generate the needed revenues to allow the Village to continue providing a vital water service to the community and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village Trustees and the East Bloomfield Town Board shall meet to discuss options to implement said water expansion. 

The roll call vote was: Mayor Falsone – yes, Trustee Barnard – yes, Trustee Coleman – yes, Trustee Engstrom – yes, Trustee Kimball –yes and the resolution was duly adopted.

3.  Recreation Committee: Trustee Kimball reported that they have not met yet.  The summer recreation program will be using the building previously used by the Antique Wireless Museum.
4.  Business Development Committee – Trustee Coleman reported that their goal is to support but not duplicate the function of the WOLCDC.  They are currently working to form the total committee – currently the committee consists of Trustee Coleman and Karen Black.  A member of the food industry (to represent the largest segment of the local business community), another business representative, and a local consumer will round out the 5 member committee. David Keefe has also attended meetings as an advisor but will be stepping down as WOLCDC director.
Unfinished business:

1. Planning Board update: Nancy Long reported – sign law is currently under review and almost complete.  Zoning review is progressing.   
2. LL#1 of 2011 – review for adoption will be postponed until the May meeting due to the Clerk’s error in providing the wrong version of the law to the board for review.  The most current version will be made available prior to the next meeting.

7:00 pm – presentation from Rte 444 Enhancements Committee:

Trustee Engstrom introduced Dave Chandler, who gave a power point presentation which identified themes, goals and actions to enhance Rte 444 in the Village of Bloomfield. A discussion followed which included the following suggestions:

1. The presentation should be made to NYS DOT

2. Perhaps the Board of Trustees could work cooperatively with either the Garden Club or local nursery to have perennial bulbs planted in some of the open spaces along Rte 444 in the Village.

3. A brochure of local architecture could be developed for the historic walking tour.
4. A tree identification program/brochure could be developed, possibly in cooperation with the Boy Scouts.

Adjournment:  

Mayor Falsone announced that he has accepted, with regrets, the notification from Trustee Engstrom that he will be resigning from the Board of Trustees when he relocates out of the Village.  Trustee Engstrom has been a very valuable member of the Board and will be missed by the community. 
Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Coleman seconded and it was unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Conradt, Clerk 

