Village of Bloomfield Planning Board Meeting of July 8, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Nancy Long.  Present were Tom Kugris, Nancy Witt, Dave Conklin, and Nancy Long.  Nikki Every and Dan Morley were excused. 

Dave Conklin motioned, Nancy Witt seconded and it was unanimously carried to accept the minutes of the June 24 meeting as amended.

Review Policy vs. Local Law:

1. A local law allows no flexibility without formally amending the law

2. The amendment process for a local law is through the Village Board and amendment to a planning policy is directly through the Planning Board.

3. There are benefits and drawbacks to having a policy

a. A benefit is to allow for some flexibility to accommodate special circumstances when strict adherence to the policy may pose a hardship on the applicant

b. A drawback is that any variation to the policy may appear as special treatment to certain applicants

c. It was decided that adding language to a local law to allow for flexibility may appear arbitrary and capricious. 

d. The Planning Board should be available to residents for reviews, if possible.

4. The Planning Board will discuss the option of a local law again at the next meeting after receiving input from the attorney and after researching policies of other municipalities.

Nancy Long motioned, Nancy Witt seconded and it was unanimously carried to adopt the review procedures (as amended) as a policy at this time, with the provision that the policy may be considered as a local law at some time in the future. 
*The Clerk was excused at 7:45 p.m. The remainder of the meeting minutes were taken from a taped recording.

Zoning Code List:

1. There were no additions/deletions to the list as proposed by Nancy Long.

2. It was decided that the list would be divided among the Planning Board members for review and amendments, if appropriate.  The assignments are as follows:


a. Section 1005 and minimum setbacks from lot lines – Nancy Witt

b. Subdivision regulations – thru-streets, sidewalks, curbs, buffers, lighting, infrastructure dedication, calculations for green space, garage placements, basements – Nancy Long and Nikki Every

c. Site plan enforcement, escrow requirements – Tom Kugris with input from the attorney
d. VCD – Dave and Dan

e. Minimum sq. ft. living space – Dan
f. The balance of items will be assigned at a future time

3. The Board discussed the role of the Planning Board and the need to balance the desires of the individual with the potential impacts that may have on the community.  

a. The Planning Board is charged with carrying out the goals of the comprehensive plan.  

b. The Planning Board should have a vision to create and maintain an attractive community and then develop the regulations to support the vision.  An example of this is the Village Center District regulations.

c. The Planning Board must review and decide if the codes are clear and if they accomplish the goals/vision.
Next meeting will be Thursday July 22.  The agenda will include:


Policy vs. local law


Review zoning issues

Nancy Long will be unable to attend the next meeting and will ask Nikki Every to chair in her absence.  If Nikki is unable, Tom will chair.    

Tom Kugris motioned, Dave Conklin seconded and it was unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Conradt, Clerk 

