Village of Bloomfield Planning Board meeting of December 16, 2010
Present: Chairperson Nancy Long, Nikki Every, Dave Conklin

Excused: Tom Kugris, Nancy Witt, secretary Kathy Conradt
Absent: Dan Morley

The minutes were taken from a taped recording of the meeting.

Minutes:  Dave motioned, Nikki seconded and it was unanimously carried to accept the minutes of the November 18 meeting as amended.

Proposed budget: will request $4000 for land use regulations review and printing and ask that some funding be included as a contingent for attorney fees due to the potential for large projects and major document amendment reviews. 

Planning Board training:  Dave and Nikki attended the planning board review class presented by Maria Radzinski of Ontario County Planning.  All board members received a packet of information from the training session. Some of the highlights included:

1. Discussed site plan review process

a. First meeting is with CEO and should also include at least 1 planning board member 

b. Concept plan is an actual application where the applicant receives detailed feedback on what aspects of the project will or won’t work with the codes and comprehensive plan – and a good time to negotiate for desired benefits not specifically required in the codes.

c. Preliminary site plan begins SEQR review and approval/denial/conditions decision on project.
d. Final site plan should not vary much from preliminary other than to incorporate any conditions defined in preliminary review or SEQR.

2. County recommends that a building and development resource guide be available to all developers at initial meeting to clarify the review process

3. County recommends by-laws be adopted to define leaves of absence, absenteeism, medical leave, etc.

4. County emphasized the importance of keeping comprehensive records of all project reviews.

Village Center District local law amendment review: received input from Trustee Frances Coleman, CEO Mike Woodruff, Maria Radzinski of Ontario County Planning and suggestions from Pittsford Village Mayor Bob Corby.  The following points were discussed:
1. Pg 1 – open space - will add “with a building” back into sentence

2. Pg 2 – C5 – wordsmith to reflect that a sign higher than 5 ft. will be considered when it is demonstrated to the Planning Board that there is a lack of visibility for all other types of allowed signs and further that the increased height must be the minimum relief to achieve visibility.  This item may be moved to the zoning law section addressing signage.

3. Pg 2 – D2 – change “front lot line” back to ROW.  Nancy Long will draft language to define front and rear lot lines.

4. Pg 2 – D3 – Wordsmith to reflect that buildings should be built to occupy the full width of the lot along the street frontage and further, that exceptions will be permitted to allow drives to rear parking.  Property owners are encouraged to work cooperatively to develop shared parking where possible.

5. Pg 3 – E2 – may want to reconsider size limitation of buildings – will discuss further with Bob Corby to get ideas.

6. Pg 5 – G1c&d – remove and replace with language in section 1311 A1 (pg 186) allowing 25% coverage of windows.

7. Pg 6 – I3 – Should include language in the zoning law for all applications that a deposit or escrow may be required up front for costs of professionals to review project.  Up front collection will protect the Village if developers walk away before submitting a formal site plan application and thus do not pay expenses incurred to date by the Village.
8. Pg 6 – 1007B – as worded will be an enforcement issue as there is no way to measure the sound.  Intent of section is to include noise abatement as part of development and construction phase of project.

9. Pg 7 – 1007C – need definition for “front yard”

10. Pg 7 – 1007F – wordsmith to change “limit” to reflect prevention.

11. Pg 7 – 1007H – wordsmith to reflect that conduction of business will not commence unless and until the Planning Board has approved the hours of operation. 

Nancy Long will meet with Bob Corby in January to wordsmith the entire VCD local law.   

CEO duties:  Some of the needed services to be provided by a CEO are identified as follows:

1. Conduct Village-wide inspections for code violations

2. Conduct first meetings with developers

3. Distribute all relevant informational materials to developers prior to project reviews

4. Assist developers, when needed,  in preparing complete applications  

5. Maintain open communication with Planning Board

6. Advise the Planning Board on interpretation of regulations and make recommendations on proposed code amendments

Adjournment:  Dave Conklin motioned, Nikki Every seconded and it was unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:08 p.m.

The next meeting will be Thursday December 30 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Conradt

Clerk

