Village of Bloomfield Planning Board Meeting of August 12, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Nancy Long.  Present were Nikki Every, Nancy Witt, Nancy Long, and Dan Morley.  Dave Conklin and Tom Kugris were excused. Clerk Kathy Conradt joined the meeting at 8:00 p.m. (after the conclusion of the ZBA public hearing).    
The meeting minutes were taken from a taped recording for the portion of the meeting that occurred between 7:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
Nancy Witt motioned, Nikki Every seconded and it was unanimously carried to accept the minutes of the July 22 meeting as submitted.

Introduction of members: as the membership of the Planning Board has changed over the last few years, it was decided that each member would share some personal background information and their vision of the community.

1. Dan Morley – a lifetime member of the community that joined the Planning Board to “give back” to the community.  He misses the manufacturing businesses that once flourished here and the weekly train stops to the village center.

2. Nancy Witt – moved to her “dream house” in the early 1990’s and came to appreciate the community after moving here.  She joined the Planning Board to help shape the future development of the community in a way that will maintain the current rural historic character.

3. Nikki Every – relocated here in the early 1980’s from Michigan to enjoy Bloomfield’s village setting with nearby schools and amenities.  She joined the Planning Board to get involved in the community and to support future development that will be a good fit with the existing rural historic character.

4. Nancy Long – grew up in Bloomfield, left for college, and eventually came back as an adult to enjoy the quaint, friendly atmosphere of the Village.  She would like to see a thriving downtown district that brings back some of the historic character that existed prior to the fires in the 1940’s and feels that developing through-streets are key to addressing the inevitable increases in traffic that will come with future development.  
Administrative Review Policy: will remain a policy rather than a local law.

Section 1005 of the Zoning Law:  Nancy Witt presented recommendations for amendments to portions of the section.  Some points discussed at length were:

1. Title and purpose should be changed from townhouses, which refer to a structure type, to condominiums, which refer to ownership and encompass many structure types.  The wording change is recommended throughout the section to allow more flexibility in structure types to include apartments, flats, townhouses, and patio homes.

2.  Minimum standards – changes to include:

a. Add definition of open space to section on definitions to state “open space, or green space, does NOT include 

i. Vehicular roadways, driveways or parking areas 
ii. Drainage ponds, swales, or culverts

b.   Add to definition of structures to clarify that structures do not include sidewalks, driveways, roads or walking paths

c   Densities – reduce from 8 units to 6 units permitted per acre with the developable area being calculated by subtracting any areas to be used for drainage ponds, swales or culverts.

d. Lot coverage – remove in lieu of new definition of density

e. Setbacks – remove language stating no minimum front, side or rear setbacks within a townhouse cluster on a private street.   
3. Building standards – changes to include:

a. Remove #1 to allow the developer to decide how many units are appropriate for the project, within the guidelines set in the section and the building codes

b. Will look at standards to determine if 240 ft is still appropriate for maximum exterior façade.
4. Parking standards – will add language from pg 161 to #2 

5. Size of units – change to replace section 904 with building codes.

6. Landscape design – will remain for now and then will be removed from zoning law and placed in development regulations when they are updated.

7. Misc. regulations – changes to include:

a. Remove #1, #5, and #6 and have Homeowners’ Association address home occupations, private fences and accessory structures

b. Remove #7 as redundant since this is addressed in section 303Z
Village Center District Local Law:  Dan Morley and Dave Conklin have begun the review of the current local law.  It appears to have the theme of a “street of shops”.  The Planning Board will need to begin the review with a philosophical discussion about what types of future development can be realistically expected in the down town district.   

Development regulations – Nancy Long reported that she has requested from the Village Trustees that professional expertise be solicited to update the subdivision regulations and that they be renamed more appropriately as development regulations.  The Village Board will request assistance from the Ontario County Planning Board.  

Adjournment: The next meeting will be Thursday August 26. The Planning Board members are asked to be prepared to discuss issues that should be addressed in the proposed development regulations. The Clerk will update the board member training information and prepare a draft local law to replace section 1005 of the zoning law for review at the next meeting.  
Dan Morley motioned, Nikki Every seconded and it was unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Conradt, Clerk 

