Village of Bloomfield Board of Trustees meeting of April 28, 2010              
Present:  Mayor Falsone                       
              Trustees: Barnard, Coleman, Kimball, *Engstrom  
              Kathy Conradt, Brian Rayburn  
  Nancy Witt, Nikki Every, Nancy Long
  TEB Board members: Dodie Huber, Ron Hawkins, 

 Dale Frasca, Robyn Voslyn, Karl Smith 
*Trustee Engstrom left the meeting at 7:40 p.m.                      
The ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING was opened at 5:30 pm with the pledge to the flag. 
The new trustees took the oath of office.  No conflicts of interest were declared.

The Board appointments were approved as amended such that Audrey Barnard has resigned from the Planning Board and Dave Conklin was appointed in her place.

The Trustees appointments, as recommended by the Mayor, were chosen based upon experience and expertise.  Committees consist of two members to make it easier to meet without the need for prior public notice.  Trustee Coleman has requested to be placed on the water committee.  Trustee Coleman motioned, Trustee Engstrom seconded and it was unanimously carried to increase the number of members on the water committee from two to three and to add Frances Coleman as the third member of that committee. 
Trustee Coleman motioned, Trustee Kimball seconded and it was unanimously carried to adopt the appointments, fee schedules and policies as submitted.

The REGULAR MEETING of the Trustees was opened at 5:50 p.m.
Mayor’s Report: 

1. Request to Senator Nozzolio for line-item funding for the water capital project was denied.
2. Has been corresponding regularly with the NYS Troopers concerning the Village letter sent on behalf of concerned residents addressing speeding patrol cars on Main St.  The residents were offered an opportunity to communicate directly with the Troopers but they have declined.  The Mayor will meet with the Troop E Commander on May 4.
Minutes: The minutes of the March meeting were approved as submitted. 

CEO report: no questions or concerns regarding the monthly report.  The Village would like the CEO to conduct a Village-wide inspection for property maintenance compliance, especially for the two houses cited last year that are still not in compliance.  It would be preferable if properties could come into compliance before the Tour de NY bike race scheduled for Aug. 10.  The Town Supervisor added that she will follow up with the CEO as the Town would like a similar inspection in the Town.

6:00 PUBLIC HEARING FOR ANNUAL REVIEW OF COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
The public hearing was opened for the annual review report on the comprehensive plan, prepared by the Planning Board. There were no comments or concerns from the public.

Privilege of the Floor:

Planning Board members Nancy Witt, Nancy Long, and Nikki Every addressed the Board of Trustees with an update on the review of a proposed 61 unit townhouse project referred to as “The Elms”. The following points were discussed:
1. The Planning board is requesting funding for legal services for “The Elms” project review.  In order to adequately protect the Village’s interests, the Planning Board needs direction on the review process for this project as it is the largest project to date to come before the Planning Board.

2. There is a concern from the Planning Board for a potential conflict of interest between the Developer and the current attorney retained by the Village as Derek Brocklebank has stated that he has represented the Developer on past issues.  There is the potential that the Developer may perceive a conflict as well.
3. The attorney currently retained by the Village has advised that his legal services to review this project in depth would be outside of the existing retainer so additional funding is needed regardless of who represents the Planning Board for this project. 

4. Nancy Long has contacted approx. nine lawyers so far and has been advised that the developer can be “charged back” for legal services required for the review of the project, possibly through an escrow account.  Some of the billable hours will be the responsibility of the Village for the attorney to become acquainted with the Village Zoning Local Law. 
5. Nancy Long has informed the attorneys contacted that any attorney selected to represent the Planning Board must verify that they have not represented the Developer on any past issues.

Trustee Engstrom motioned, Trustee Coleman seconded and it was unanimously carried to authorize the Planning Board to retain legal counsel for a cost up to $7000, and further to have an escrow account established by the Developer, if possible, to cover some of the review expenses for “The Elms” project.
The public hearing for the annual report on the comprehensive plan was closed at 7:40 p.m. and the report was accepted as submitted.
Clerk’s report:

1. Board reviewed the monthly financial report.  

2.   Presented Abstract #11 (vouchers 374- 415, B9) in the following amounts: General Fund $26,759.48; Water Fund $21,335.62; Sewer Fund $6,860.71; Trust and Agency $5,543.06, Beautification Fund $96.72.  Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Coleman seconded and it was unanimously carried to pay the bills as presented.  Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Engstrom seconded and it was unanimously carried to transfer $5755 in the General Fund from A1990.4 in the amount of $503 and from A1320.4 in the amount of $5252 to A1010.4 in the amount of $74, to A1325.4 in the amount of $512, to A1620.42 in the amount of $330, to A1640.4 in the amount of $19, and to A5110.4 in the amount of $4820 and in the Water Fund $8400 from the Water Capital Fund to F9710.7, from F9010.8 in the amount of $531 to F9030.8 and from Water Fund balance in the amount of $4641 to F8320.4 in the amount of $2423, to F8320.41 in the amount of $1195, to F8320.42 in the amount of $178, and to F8340.4 in the amount of $845; in the Sewer Fund $1867 fromG1990.4 to G8130.41 in the amount of $1374, to G8130.43 in the amount of $66, and to G8130.44 in the amount of $427. The Clerk and Supervisor of Public Works declared that all goods have been received and all services rendered. 
3.  Received information on amendments to the dissolution law currently pending in both houses and will keep the board up to date as information becomes available. 
4. ZBA met to review training status 
5.  Received confirmation from USDA that the Village pre-application is currently under review and the PED should be received by late June. Some additional information is being requested by USDA  
Public works report: Brian Rayburn reported:
WATER
1.  The water system communication system is still acting up periodically. Different radio frequencies are being utilized until we find a frequency that does not pick up any interference. The back-up system installed may become the main system which will be hard-wired from the tank to the Michigan St. pump house. 

2. One pump in the Oakmount Avenue station is undergoing an in-house rebuild as part of our preventative maintenance schedule. 

3.  The annual water quality reports for the village and all of the town water districts will be completed April 29.

4.  The suspected water leak on the out of district user line on Rt. 444 was tested and it has been determined that it does not contain fluoride, therefore the wet spot is most likely the result of a spring or damaged field tile. 

5. Brian Rayburn and Brian Steenburn attended the water works training conference in Saratoga. Brian Steenburn competed in the meter madness contest where contestants are timed on their ability to assemble a properly functioning water meter. He competed against the top regional competitors in the state and took first place for NYS. He now has the opportunity to go to Chicago to compete for the national title. FLWWC will reimburse expenses up to $1200 but an additional amount of at least $800 is needed for him to attend.  Unfortunately there is no Village funding to send him this year. 
WATERSHED

1.  The gasoline contamination at the town highway department has been identified and mitigated. Two new monitoring wells were installed to monitor the area and the testing schedule at the Oakmount pump station has been increased to monitor the water more frequently. No future problems are expected at this point.

2.  The East Bloomfield Fire District has identified a possible contamination issue on the fire house property. The contamination is most likely a result of the previous use of the property as an automotive service station and paint facility. Two underground gasoline storage tanks were removed from the property in the early 90’s. The Fire District has contracted a company to install additional Geoprobes to accurately identify the scope of the contamination and will remediate as needed. The DEC and DOH are involved in the project. It is believed that this situation will not pose any threat to Village water supply as the test results so far are far below the thresholds for required remediation. 

3.  Received bids for the Michigan Street well project. Trustee Barnard motioned, Mayor Falsone seconded and it was unanimously carried to accept the recommendation of Chatfield Engineers and accept the bids of: materials and piping from Blair Supply at a cost of $7015.86 and conversion from Barney Moravec at a cost of $4900.   

SEWER and WWTP

1.  The I and I study is under way with about 4 weeks of data collected. This data is collected automatically 24/7, and will allow us to graph flow patters and isolate bad sections of sewer main.

2. The Town’s Sewer District 1 meter was removed, sent in to the factory for repair, and reinstalled. 

STREETS and PARKS

1.  The Board of Trustees wishes to thank the DPW for commencing street sweeping so early in the season this year and kudos for how well the streets look.

2.  The banners have been hung and the new Historic District signs are up. Striping crosswalks and parking spaces will be done as soon the pavement warms up enough to accept paint.

3.  Hot mix asphalt work is scheduled for next week with several water break sections to repair.

4.  It was decided to hold off on the Oakmount Avenue road rebuild until the new water main has been installed. About a third of the project was to be paid for with “CHIPS” money, and with the States fiscal situation as it is, all superintendents in the state have been told that they will not receive CHIPS allocations until the end of September at the earliest, if at all. All superintendents in the state have been collectively and actively lobbying in Albany to retain  funding for projects.
5.  The final phase of the stream cleaning can proceed at any time. As soon as it can be coordinated with the Town highway department, this project will be completed.

MISC.

1.  The Geotilities project is well under way with approx. 80% of the locating in the village completed and the locating of the Town’s water and sewer infrastructure started. This project should be completed well ahead of schedule. 

2.  Request to carry over Brian Rayburn’s remaining vacation time into the next fiscal year. Mayor Falsone motioned, Trustee Barnard seconded and it was unanimously carried to authorize Brian Rayburn to carry over his unused vacation time from this fiscal year into the next fiscal year. 
Engineer’s report: none
Committee reports:

1. Comprehensive Plan – on hold for Village Planning Board review.   
2. WOLCDC – Trustee Barnard reported that the WOLCDC members and the Town of E. Bloomfield met with Scott Page to discuss the Tour de New York bike race proposed for Bloomfield on Aug. 10. This is a professional race and could generate 5000 visitors to the community.  The community would be required to close roads on the route from approx. 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. during the race, provide parking for up to 5000, and request use of the parking lot from the property located at 113 Main St. to be used as a staging area.  A “5-way” meeting with the Town of East Bloomfield, WOLCDC representatives and the Bloomfield Central School will be scheduled for May 18 at 1:00 p.m. to work out details. 

Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Coleman seconded and it was unanimously carried to grant an event permit to the 2010 Tour de New York to pass through the Village of Bloomfield on Aug. 10, 2010.   
3. Water Committee – no report
4. Recreation committee – grant application for Veteran’s Park was denied funding
5. Insurance committee – no report.
New business:  
1. Following careful review and discussion with the Developer, the Public Works Supervisor feels that the Village should accept dedication of the water line for the Elms project with the condition that it is built according to all Village specifications.  The water line has been designed to be part of a looped system which will benefit the community as a whole as well as the project itself.  However, since the sewer system will serve only those structures on the proposed private road, the developer has agreed to maintain ownership of that system.  There are options available to the Village to address any potential future problems with the sewer without taking dedication of that system, as long as the townhouses remain as rentals.  It is not clear who would become responsible for any townhouses that were actually sold.  This issue should be researched further to determine if the sewer should be dedicated to the Village or not.  Another condition of the project permit process must be a guarantee that that the project will not generate more than an average of 150g/day/townhouse due to restrictions on the Village from DEC for available sewer capacity. 
2. Gateway Signs – Trustee Coleman has received comments of interest from several local businesses to request that the Village place attractive gateway signs at the entryways to the Village with placeholders to allow businesses to list their businesses.  The businesses would be willing to pay an annual permit fee for the placement, which would be used to offset the cost of the signs.  This request comes at a particularly appropriate time as the Village prepares for the Tour de New York race.  The Village has an economic development reserve account which has been established for just such projects.  Trustee Coleman will work with the Clerk on a committee to research this further. 
3. Trustee Coleman received a request from a Town resident to study the possibility of placing a traffic light at the intersection of Oakmount Ave. and Main St. to address the heavy traffic generated by the school.  Brian Rayburn will contact DOT concerning requirements for placing such a light.  However, since the traffic issue occurs only two times a day it is doubtful if this intersection will meet the minimum requirements for placing a traffic light there. 
Announcements:

1. Next Village meeting will be May 26 
2. Next TEB Board meetings will May 10 and 24
Trustee Barnard motioned, Trustee Kimball seconded and it was unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathleen Conradt, Clerk

