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CODE OFFICER RETIRES

After twenty four years of service, Mike Woodruff is retired as of January 1.  We wish him well in his retirement. Mike will remain per diem while the new code enforcement officer obtains the needed certifications.

We welcome the new code enforcement officer, Andy Hall.  Andy grew up in Bloomfield and has many years of experience in the construction industry.  He has a good feel for our community identity and will be a great asset for both the Village and the Town.  
FIRE HYDRANTS

Please adopt a hydrant to save time in an emergency. It only takes a few minutes to locate a hydrant near your home and shovel it clean of snow.
 PARKING
There is NO parking on village streets from 2 AM to 6 AM year round. This time of the year it is important to comply so snow plows can properly clean the streets. The Sheriffs Department has been asked to enforce this overnight parking regulation.
                        SNOWMOBILES
 There are state laws that regulate the use of snowmobiles on the road.  There is a village law that prohibits snowmobiles and ATV's from operation on village sidewalks. It has also been observed that some snowmobilers have been operating their sleds on private property. Please be courteous to your neighbors, ride your sleds appropriately.
TAX CAP INFORMATION
The Governor’s office has developed a website for citizens to become informed about the tax cap.  You can go to http://governor.ny.gov/citizenconnects/?q=reforminggovernment/1.  

Like most other municipalities, the Village of Bloomfield will be entertaining a local law to allow the village to levy a tax in excess of the 2% cap. It is not the intention or plan of the village to exceed the cap and we believe that we do understand the language of the new tax cap law. However, due to the many issues not even addressed in the tax cap law, the proposed village local law is a precaution against misinterpretation, which could result in penalties in future years.  We DO want your input – the public hearing for this proposed local law will be held on Wednesday January 25 at 6:45 p.m. in the Village office.  A legal notice will appear in the Daily Messenger in mid-January as a second reminder to residents.
2012/13 BUDGET PREPARATION
The total tax levy for the current fiscal year was $167,008.  Based upon the tax cap formula, the village may raise an additional $3340.16 if a 2% raise in taxes is put into place. The State also authorizes an exemption of an additional 0.6% of their estimate of salaries, to accommodate a small portion of the increase in mandated pension costs.  This equals an additional levy of $1658, for a total levy increase of $4998.  This translates to an estimated increased cost of $5.73 per household for a house valued at $100,000.   Unfortunately, the pension costs alone will increase by $10,631.    
February is the month when village officials will begin review of a draft village budget. If you have any suggestions please contact the Village Office. 
The Office of the State Comptroller has developed a website to help citizens understand government budgets and to actually track spending of local governments. If you go to www.yourmoneynewyork.com you can access many resources and information such as: a guide to understanding local budgets, learn about college savings plans, you can see if you are entitled to any unclaimed funds held by NY State, and see how the Village of Bloomfield has spent your money and raised revenues for the past six years.
      

HOLIDAY CHEER

Please extend a special THANK YOU to the Bloomfield Garden Club and the Gardening Angels for decorating the village this holiday season. If you would be interested in joining either one of these groups, contact the village and we will refer you to a member. Kudos goes to our village DPW for their assistance with removing the flower carts and hanging the wreaths and holiday banners.
    


       RECYCLE
Christmas trees can be taken to the WWTP for recycling during normal business hours Monday through Friday. The location is well marked. 
SNOW REMOVAL

The village, through its annual budget, plows the sidewalks of the village.  These walks are plowed daily Monday through Friday.  They are plowed on the weekend as needed. Please make an effort to keep the walk clean after you plow your driveway.  Please do NOT allow driveway snow to be plowed across highways. This practice is illegal, creating a hazard on the highway and can also cause property damage to the neighbor.  
CARBON MONOXIDE SAFETY TIPS
As we are in the heating season, please be especially aware of the hazards of carbon monoxide poisoning.  The following are offered as safety tips:

1. Have chimneys, vents and heating equipment inspected

2. Never use portable generators inside your home or garage, even with windows and doors open

3. Never use a gas range for heat

4. Always open the damper before lighting a fire in the fireplace

5. Install CO detectors and check the batteries regularly 

6. Know the symptoms of CO poisoning: headache, fatigue, nausea, dizziness, shortness of breath and with extreme exposure: vomiting, mental confusion, loss of muscle control, loss of consciousness.
CONTACT NUMBERS
Village Office – 657-7554

Village DPW – 657-7319

Code Enforcement – 657-5455

East Bloomfield Town Clerk – 657-6515

East Bloomfield Town DPW – 657-7727

EB Court – 657-7248

Assessor – 657-7368          
UPCOMING EVENTS
JANUARY
11: Legion Spaghetti Dinner, Veterans Park       

FEBRUARY

8:  Legion Spaghetti Dinner
Veterans Park 
25: Rotary/music boosters “souper bowl” – Vet.    Park  5pm                              
MARCH

4:   Eastern Star Roast Beef Dinner – Cong. Church

8:   Legion Spaghetti Dinner, Veterans Park


16:  St. Patrick’s Smorgasbord, St. Bridget’s Church

CHECK FOR WATER LEAKS
A simple way to reduce expenses for your water bill is to be sure that there are no water leaks in your house.  A simple check for a common leak is to put a few drops of food coloring in the toilet tank at night when you go to bed.  If there is colored water in the bowl in the morning, there is a leak. Another common leak is in faucets so make sure to replace or repair leaky faucets that drip.

  
        VAMPIRE VOLTAGE
Vampire voltage is the electricity that is being drawn by equipment that is not being actively used.  This includes such things as televisions, computers, cell phone chargers, coffee makers, microwaves, toaster ovens and rechargeable toothbrushes.  They can drain electricity out of your outlets even if they are turned off.  This can add up to 15% more energy charged on your bill.  Reduce your energy waste and save money by unplugging small appliances when they are not in use and turning off equipment such as televisions and lights, when not in use.  Using a power strip will allow you to cut power to some electronics but leave some on to protect their programming memory. 
